THE PROBLEM: The Bible has priciples, but life is specific.

FIRST INGREDIENT: Certainty is not a reasonable expectation


Certainty is clearly possible

· Old Testament prophets

· Joseph interprets dreams in Gen 40, 41

· Jesus: John 5:19 & 8:28 - He speaks and acts only as He is instructed, John 4 - woman at the well


His voice in competition with desires, lies, and other good options = difficulty for us


Scripture has plenty of space for struggle over God's insight

· The Bible can credit the Holy Spirit with guidance without describing the struggle to discern

· i.e. Acts 16:6 – Forbidden to go to Asia, Matt 16 – Peter confesses Jesus as Messiah

· End of Acts chapter 1 – disciples cast lots

· Acts 15:28 - “It seems good to the Holy Spirit and to us”

· 1 Sam 3 – Samuel must learn to discern God's voice

· Acts 20:22 + 21:4 – Competing messages from the Spirit?

SECOND INGREDIENT: Thematic emphasis on conscience

Ac 23:1 - And looking intently at the council, Paul said, "Brothers, I have lived my life before God in all good conscience up to this day." 

Ac 24:16 - I always take pains to have a clear conscience toward both God and man. 

Ro 2:15 - They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness

Ro 9:1 - I am speaking the truth in Christ - I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit 

1Co 8:7 - Some, through former association with idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 

1Co 8:10-12 - For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol's temple, will he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat 
food offered to idols? And so by your knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. Thus, sinning against your 
brothers and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 

1Co 10:27 - If one of the unbelievers invites you to dinner and you are disposed to go, eat whatever is set before you without raising any question 
on the ground of conscience.

2Co 1:12 - For our boast is this: the testimony of our conscience that we behaved in the world with simplicity and godly sincerity
1Ti 1:5 - The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience (!) and a sincere faith. 

1Ti 1:18-19 - This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies previously made about you, that by them you may 
wage the good warfare, holding faith and a good conscience. By rejecting this, some have made shipwreck of their faith

2Ti 1:3 - I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear conscience, as I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 

Heb 9:9 - Gifts and sacrifices are offered that cannot perfect the conscience of the worshiper, 

Heb 9:14 - how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience

Heb 10:22 - let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience

Heb 13:18 - Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in all things. 

1Pe 3:16 – [represent Christ] with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience

Rom 14:23 - For whatever does not proceed from faith is sin. (ESV) / If you do anything you believe is not right, you are sinning. (NLT)

Jam 4:17 - Remember, it is sin to know what you ought to do and then not do it.

FINAL INGREDIENT: God loves for us to "step out on Him"

“Faith” clearly pleases God – consider Jesus, NT letters, OT characters via Heb 11

Not merely "intensity of conviction" but "conviction that produces action"

Pistis – also translates to trust and faithfulness

Prov 3:5 – faith/trust = putting your weight on something... risking something

----------------------------------------THE CHALLENGE--------------------------------------------

1) Do business with God this week.  Check your conscience.  Meet with Him in that inner room about your two items below.

2) Get to a place where you can complete this sentence for each item: "Right now, I think obedience to God means ______"

3) Before acting / "stepping out", make sure what you're going to do is anchored in biblical principles.  Communicate this to your group.

4) Go to radiusgreenville.org and write a story about your act of obedience and let us know how God trained you through it.

Two places where I need guidance from the Holy Spirit about how to obey Him








